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SEMESTER FINALS ARE A MUST 


When a person is 
young and carefree, 
there is nothing to 
get in the way of the 

7 holidays. 

Daydreams of 
family gatherings and 
snowmen fill their 
heads. 

In elementary and middle school, you 
spend your final days of school having parties 
and celebrating the end of term. As eighth 
graders turn into high schoolers, they had no 
idea of the horrors ahead of them. 

They did not foresee the many nights they 
have to stay up late cramming for these cru- 
cial few days of torture. They have to remem- 
ber everything they learned from the first day 
of school until present. That is five months’ 
worth of learning. 

Students have to dig through the moun- 
tain of papers in their lockers to find old 


JENNIFER CLEMENT 


StaffWriter 


ARE FINALS NECESSARY? 


Ra 


= 
Ws 


SAY NO TO SEMESTER FINALS 


December, a month 
of warm feelings, snowy 
days, holiday festivities 
and for students: the 
dreaded finals. 

te Finals can feel like 
MattMorrer —_a burden for anyone, 
StaffWriter preparation includes 
staying up late into the 
night studying, being paranoid that youre go- 
ing to bomb the most important exam of the 
semester and overall, just plain feeling hope- 
less. Of course this is all necessary, right? No 

Final exams are completely and outright 
unnecessary. What merrit does an exam that 
covers weeks and weeks of material hold 
when some of us can't even remember what 
we ate the prior night? 

The whole stigma of evaluating the knowl- 
edge you've gained over a long period of 
time is flawed. Think about this, how can you 
expect students to remember every lesson 
plan, every report read, every lecture and to 
be able to recall all that information in just 
over and hour? You simply can't, 


review sheets and try not to cry as the pres- 
sure of the evil test overwhelms them. 

Now ask yourself this, are these hideous 
tests necessary? It may sound painful, but yes, 
they are indeed important. 


Senior Hannah Post prepares for finals in the Media 
Center. 


Teachers, and eventually colleges, need to 
know how much you learned while you were 
in high school. | think that semester finals are 
very important, even if they are not enjoyable. 


Think back, do you remember the concept 
you went over in chemistry just three weeks 
ago? Unless you have a substantial memory 
recall, the answer is more than less no. It's 
nearly impossible to be able to store each 
and every bit of information, especially when 


Senior Elizabeth Donovan lies on the Media Center 
floor while stressing over semester finals. 


we are high schoolers whose minds aren't 
even to a fully developed stage. 

Even with study guides, you can only go 
so far. Having a sheet of test examples might 
be helpful, but it’s certainly no game changer. 
Not everyone is adapted in such a way that 


EDITORIAL - OPINION 


Colleges use these test scores to get an 
idea if you would succeed at their school. The 
test may not be as important as the ACTs, 
and they may not affect your grade much, but 
colleges really do look at these. They are not 
some throw away joke. 

Students’ minds seem to check out as the 
weather gets colder and the holidays creep 
closer. By the time the tests come around, all 
they can think about is winter break. 

My words of advice for the students of 
Northwest is to dig a little deeper and not to 
call it quits until you make the last marks with 
your number two pencil on your Scantrons. 

Three days of tests are not that bad. It will 
only get worse in college. It is just the sad 
truth. 

Winter and spring finals may be ghastly, 
horrid, and by the end of them, you may want 
to hide at the foot of your bed and never 
come back out. Yet without them, where 


would you be in ten years? 
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they are able to take a look at a sheet of test] 
material and have it stored nice and tidy for 
the next morning. 

This is especially relevant when you take in| 
account the numerous learning constrictions 
and disabilities a person might have. 

No one is perfect; there are people 
everywhere, especially in our own school, 
who have “setbacks” ranging from dyslexia to| 
downright poor memory recall 

We are all taking the same test, it does 
not differ to suit the needs of anyone and 
having it take a major percentage of points is 
simply a terrible idea. 

So what's the real purpose when it is 
nearly impossible to give everyone the same 
experience and pre-set difficulty? The way | 
see it, its purpose, if any, is asinine and preten. 
tious. 

Having to worry about a test that could, 
in some cases, determine if you fail or suc- 
ceed in a class you just spent nearly five 
months in is nothing near a good idea. Let th 
students enjoy the month and kick finals out 
of December. 
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ONE-ACT WORKS FOR SPOTLIGHT 


Tyier CLEMENT 


MOCK TRIAL ENDS 
SEASON AT STATE 


pant ourselves and work together _| really wish we could have one 
taffWriter to put a production like this more performance for every- 


“One-act is a family that ‘on, and that is what we do. No__ one to see,” Perkins said. 
makes people laugh or cry one is more important than Students enjoyed the atmo- 
or maybe both. One-act is anyone. We need everyone sphere the play produced 
a hands on play that is used in our cast to make the play “It was one of the most 
to entertain and or send a possible and to make it the energetic, funny one-acts I've 
positive message,” sophomore most we can make it Iloved __ever seen, with an easy to fol- 


jeffrey Sokol said. low great story line behind 
The performance of it” Rader said 

this year was, “A Funny . - Students found some 

Thing Happened On The moments to be memorable. 

Way To The Forum.” “My favorite memory 


It is a comedy that is making people laugh; it is 
takes place in ancient such a great feeling. Espe- 
Rome. The play starred cially in a comedy like this, 
the many talents of Jef- if people are laughing, you 
frey Sokol [Hysterium], are doing your job right” 
senior Dakota Rader I Perkins said. 


[Hero], junior Isaiah 


Daws [Psudolus], senior Junior Jayden Falldorf and senior Alanna Wedige argue 7 
¥ ie arg 
AlannaWedige [Domi- ver trivial matters while acting as husband (Senex) tp 
ie Peclang and wife (Domina) Ryan Wiese, Carissa Jonak Megan Canfield, Lacie Nelson, Brian Gibson, Sarah Ruzicka, Kyle 
na], senior Kyle Perkins Perkins, Beccca Laub Gather for a group shot at state Mock Trial. Protos ey TINA 
[Marcus Lycus], junior 


layden Falldorf [Senex], and one-act because | can act my- ‘Tyten ARNOLD York, and round three was against Ai- 
junior Rylee Bahe [Philia] self;| can be myself and not be StaffWriter nsworth. After the third round all the 
“fl can tell you that] the judged,” Sokol said f Mock Trial is an activity where teams met for the award ceremony. 
play is a comedy based in An- One-Act has been District schools gather teams of six to twelve _ Eight teams were recognized with 
cient Rome when courtesans —_ runner-up for the last eleven members to learn about the legal sys- Honorable Mentions and the top four 
were still a thing. You'll have to years. tem by going through rehearsed trials teams were ranked. However, they 


see it to understand the rest.” “One-act for me has been in a competitive manner. announce third and fourth place and 
senior Ivan Paiz said just a great experience overall. The Northwest Mock Trial team the final two teams go head to head 
They had only been work- I learned so much speaking and got an Honorable Mention in for the state championship. North- 
ing on the play for acouple of having fun with what you do ‘Senior Dakota Rater (Hero) and districts. Members that were state- west received Honorable Mention,” 
months. that all of these things will stay junior Rylee Buhe (Phila) share a J Bound were senior Becca Laub, junior Mock Trial coach Brian Gibson said 
“We all have to look past with me for the rest of my life. kiss in celebration of their love. Sarah Ruzicka, senior Megan Canfield, To some, the practices may have 
freshman Carissa Jonak, senior Kyle sometimes seemed unreasonably long 
Perkins, junior Ryan Wi- but they paid off 
ese, and sophomore Lacie “Long practices may have 
Nelson seemed to have dragged on 
The Mock Trial team but I'm glad they did, | think 


is split up into two teams it will be evident how much 

Team Black and Team we've prepared for this by 

Gold though Team Black Z the way we perform,” Nelson 

lost the preliminary round said. 

Team Gold went all the Men- Though the idea of 

way to state lon medal has been sisting in a courtroom may 
The team has de- High School five times. Seem to some like something 


scribed the experience as akin to torture the team has 

a positive one. found it the opposite with 
“My experiences are all really great experiences. 

good, it's a lot of fun going to trial and “Mock trial is a great experience 

the whole process, getting ready and _ for everyone, even if you don't want 

performing makes you think and be _to be involved in law when you grow 

on your toes, and I really enjoy that” up,” Laub said. 

Ruzika said. In the past Mock Trial has won five 

The Mock Trial team had gone honorable mentions and even placed 

through many different competitions. _ third in State competition. 

1 4 “Team Gold won their preliminary “[There is] a lot of nerves waiting 
z round and the district final round for results from regional rounds and 
to advance to state. At state we hoping we won. Then going back to 
competed in 3 trials. Round one was __ state and making new friends from 
against Platteview, round two was the teams,” Perkins said 


As Hysterium, sophomore Jeffrey Sokol shows his frustration with Pseudolis (junior Isaiah Daws) while they plot to try 
and persuade the general that Philia is dead. Protos By CAROLINE EBERHARDT 


In another coun- 
try, more specifically Te- 
nerife, Canary Islands, Spain, 
the tradition that America may 
call Christmas was planned a little 
more differently than the traditional 
‘American holiday, 
"We have Christmas similiar to Amer 
ica’s tradition but itis different mainly be- 
Eause of the climate difference and the day 
we celebrate, We also call it the ‘King’s Day’ 
instead of Christmas," exchange student 
Raquel Mateo said. 

While some Northwest students may 
enjoy making snow angels and having a 
snowhball fight, Mateo tends to spend her 
holidays at home differently. 

" live on an island in Spain so it's always 
warm, So when it's Christmas | still go to 

the beach with friends and tan or swim 
for the whole day. | think here in America 
its more of Christmas because Ameri- 
cans decorate more and actually get 
sniow during the holiday.| don't 
really decorate my house with 
lights outside, but we do put 
up a Christmas tree and 
decorate it with ran- 
dom ornaments)" 


Mart Moret 
‘Staff Writer 
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The holiday 


Bioiawa Luvana 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mateo said 
The big man in red is 
somewhat of a popularity 

to some of the students in 
America, yet other countries 
may not see Santa as something 
to celebrate, 

"We don't have the belief in 
Santa Claus, but we do have the Three 
Magic Kings [Los Tres Reyes Magos} 
The Three Magic Kings come to our 
house on their camels and leave gifts, We 
celebrate during the 6th of January, the 
morning after the Three Magic Kings leave 
gifts for us.Although the Three Magic 
Kings are similar to the Three Wise Men 
in the Nativity, there is nothing religious 
about our belief in the Three Magic 
Kings," Mateo said, 

“New Years is also a big deal for us 
in Spain. minute before midnight, 
everyone turns on the TV, and 
holds twelve grapes in their hand, 
Then we countdown the New 
Year chimes [from the main 
bell] and eat a grape for 
every chime, before it 
becomes midnight; 
Mateo said. 


TEACHERS WEIGH IN ON PLAGIARISM 


STRIVING TO TEACH STUDENTS THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHEATING 


Austin FRANSISCO 
StaffWriter 
For many students plagia- 
rism may seem like the easy 


anything” Witt said. 
Teachers also each have 

their own way to check for 

plagiarized assignments. With 


it up online and see where it 
came from,” Glause said 


Plagiarism may be a common 


occurrence at Northwest ac- 


way out of a situation. Yet it 
can cuase more harm than 
good. 

Plagiarism is defined as 
taking someone elses work or 
ideas and using them as one’s 
own. Each teacher has their 


the popularity of the internet 
and newer technology, check- 
ing for plagiarism has become 
much easier for teachers. 

“It used to be that | would 
have to look through kids’ 
sources, manually, but the 


cording to teachers. While not 
many students plagiarize, some 
may still do so. 

“If we are just starting, at 
the beginning of the year | see 
alot [of plagiarism], but as the 
year goes on I see less and less 


own policy on plagiarism 

“My policy is if you plagia- 
rize you get a zero,” English 
teacher Michael Witt said. 

Different teachers have 
different approaches to the 
way they deal with plagiarized 
assignments. 

“It is a zero when you are 
caught plagiarizing, we are 
recently implementing a rule 
that you can redo a plagiarized 
assignment but the highest 
grade you can get is a 70%,” 
said English teacher Kaitlin 
Glause. 

While there are repercus- 
sions for plagiarizing in high 
school, the consequences may 
grow worse if students do so 
in college. 

“In college when you 
plagiarize you get a zero and 
expelled, you don’t get your 
money back, your credits or 


internet has made it alot 
easier since | make kids turn 
it in at turnitin.com because 
it's an originality check. A 

lot of times | can tell [if its 
plagiarized] because the voice 
sounds different than what 
their true writing voice which 
makes me suspicious,” Witt 
said. 

The method of checking for 
plagiarism also tends to vary 
from teacher to teacher. 

“There are a couple of dif- 
ferent things: for big assign- 
ments we use turnitin.com 
which will highlight pieces of 
text from other published 
material. If we don’t use that 
| can tell by reading it, usually 
the vocabulary is too big or 
the word choice doesnt make 
sense, if a sentence sticks out 


that doesn't sound like the rest 
of essay you can usually look 


of it, but it never goes away,” 
said Witt. 


It may differ between teach- 


ers on how much plagiarism 
occurs throughout the school 
year. 


“| usually see about one pla- 


giarized assignment for every 
paper that gets turned in. For 
about every 50 kids, there is 
one plagiarized assignment.” 
Glause said. 

As technology changes 
and evolves so does the way 


students may plagiarize and the 
way teachers have to combat it. 


Plagiarism may also affect a 
students future and it may be 
neccessary to understand the 
full impact of such a choice. 

“If our kids intend to go 
‘on to the next level of educa- 
tion like they should, they 
should understand how seri- 
ous this is,’ Witt said 
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Students who are a part of the Northwest Band meet up at Hy-Vee to 


jay Christmas music 


jor the public. Participants includes sophomore Benjamin Krupicka, sophomore Noah Mahan, 
junior Macey Kroeger, senior Hannah Post, junior Jayden Falldorf freshman Deanna Montanez- 
‘Mendoza, junior Noah Mrkvicka, senior Cody Bristow, and aluminst Jeremy Kroeger. 
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BAND BRINGS JOY 
THROUGH CAROLS 


Atyssa LILIENTHAL 


StaffWriter 


For some people Christ- 
mas is about family, but 
for others, it may be an 
isolated time by them- 
selves. Northwest band 
members have decided to 
bring holiday cheer to the 
lonesome. 

“The folks at the 
nursing home get very 
lonely, especially around 
the holidays and so to 
have someone come in 
and do anything with 
them is really a treat for 
them. That's why | thought 
the gift of music to them 
would be especially 
meaningful for those folks 
and bring them joy." band 
director Shawn Pfanstiel 
said. 

The idea of caroling 
stated when a small group 
of students played for a 


company Christmas party. 

“We had ten students 
interested and it was kind 
of a hit and so | thought, 
well let's see if we can get 
some more kids going” 
Pfanstiel said. 

Some places they were 
visiting included Hy- 
Vee, the Veteran's home, 
Primrose, Good Samaritan 
Center, Riverside Lodge, 
Bickford Cottage, and a 
few others. They were split 
into three groups of seven 
to eight people each. 

“We're gonna do 
some singing: we picked 
out parts for everybody, 
so we have solos and we 
have some duets,” fresh- 
man Kyleigh Smith, leader 
of a group of eight, said. 

Some of the songs 
that they are perform- 
ing are ‘Coventry Care.” 
“Silent Night” and “Away 
In The Manger.” 


“Sing alongs, real easy 
arrangements, just really 
basic--hopefiully, they will 
sing along” Pfanstiel said. 

The band members plan 
‘on performing not just 
on instruments, but with 
voices as well. 

“We plan on doing all 
the songs at each place; 
we do a little show for 
them,” Smith said 

The residents are not 
the only ones who will 
benefit from the experi- 
ence. 

“| think the best part 
of caroling is going out 
and having a fun time with 
your friends in band! | 
think we learn how to 
improve the playing of 
our instruments with 
just simple tunes to play. 
We're doing our best to 
help people enjoy music 
during this Christmas 
season.” Smith said. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


immature. 
Purple can 
encourage 


Blue |s full 
of peace 
and calm. 
The color 
blue 
induces 
peace 
within us, 
particularly 
the deeper 
shades. 


fantasy and 
anidealism © 
that is often 
difficult to 
achieve in 
real life. 
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Effects of 
red are 
attention- 
getting. It 
demands 
you to 
take 
notice, 
“alerting 
you to 
danger. 


WHAT IS YOUR LEAST 


FAVORITE CHRISTMAS CAROL? 
Christmas (Baby Please 


‘Out of 326 
students polled 
*Options chosen 
from list of “most 
popular Christmas 
songs 


Follow 
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Grand Island 
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